Explore the Los Gatos Creek's
new Interpretive Trail Signs
The West Vally Clean Water Authority partnered with the City of Campbell,
the Town of Los Gatos, and Valley Water to create 10 education stations
along a six mile stretch of the Los Gatos Creek Trail. Each station consists
of an interpretive trail sign with helpful QR code for additional information,
trash and recycling receptacles, and a pet waste bag dispenser. The trail
signs highlight key features of our local watershed and informs residents of
actions they can take to protect the health of local waterways.
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A watershed is a land area where all the water from snow and rain
collects and drains to a common waterway (such as a creek, river,
lake, ocean, or underground aquifer). Los Gatos Creek is part of
the Guadalupe Watershed, which drains into the Guadalupe River
and flows into San Francisco Bay. Since we all live in a watershed,
everything we do affects the health of our local waterways.
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Remember that anything that lands on the ground or in a creek
may ultimately make its way to the ocean or our groundwater
supplies. Help keep our watershed clean and remember—
nothing but rain should go down the drain!

What Watershed
Do You Live In?

SAN FRANCISCO BAY

UNDERGROUND
AQUIFER
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I'm a Northern Spotted Owl
...and I'm hiding on
each of these trail signs!
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When you flush your toilet or wash something down the drain
in your house, that wastewater goes through a sewer system to
a wastewater treatment plant before being discharged. But
anything that goes down a storm drain in the street flows
directly into local creeks and the San Francisco Bay.
Always clean up spills and NEVER pour soapy water or any other
liquids on your driveway, sidewalk, or street. Recycle chemicals
or hazardous materials like paint, pesticides or motor oil that
may ultimately make their way to the ocean or our groundwater
supplies. Nothing but rain should go down the drain!
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I'm a Northern Spotted Owl
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No Dumping. Flow to Bay

COMMON SOURCES OF
STORMWATER POLLUTION:
• Motor Oil
• Pesticides
• Fertilizers

• Animal Waste
• Pool Water
• Litter

CREEK

Where
Does Your
Water Go?

Storm Drain

BAY

Wastewater
Treatment Plant
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California native plants like the ones shown here are adapted
to our local climate, so they don’t need a lot of extra water.
They provide food and habitat for wildlife, and their deep root
systems help to strengthen creek banks and prevent erosion.

Bush Monkey Flower

California Poppy

California Buckeye

(Mimulus aurantiacus)

(Eschscholzia californica)

(Aesculus californica)

California Laurel

Toyon

Coast Live Oak

(Umbellularia californica)

(Heteromeles arbutifolia)

(Quercus agrifolia)

See how many of these California native plants you can spot
as you walk along the trail!
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Plant Native Plants
in Your Home Garden
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As communities grow and urban areas develop, the natural
landscape is replaced with hard, impermeable surfaces like streets
and sidewalks. Because water can’t filter through these surfaces,
pollutants like oil, grease, pesticides and trash flow directly into
storm drains and local waterways. The lack of infiltration also
causes higher flows going to creeks and more sediment and
erosion, affecting watershed health.
Go Green! Use “Green Infrastructure” techniques such as harvesting
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Permeable
Paving

rainwater, adjusting roof downspouts so they drain to vegetated
areas, or using permeable paving materials like bricks or gravel
instead of concrete. Slowing the flow of stormwater runoff means
that downstream creek banks are less likely to erode, which
protects fish and wildlife habitat.

Learn More
About Green
Infrastructure
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POLLUTION
Say no to single use items
and always trash the trash
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Even if you never pour anything down the storm drain,
you may still be polluting local waterways. If you have
excess fertilizer on your lawn or own a vehicle that’s
leaking oil in the driveway, those chemicals may be
entering groundwater supplies or washing into the
storm drain—and right into our creeks.
Maintain your vehicles to prevent leaks and always
properly dispose of used motor oil. Reduce use of
pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers, especially when
rain is expected. Use organic products or natural
compost wherever possible.
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Never apply chemicals
before it rains

Check vehicles for leaks
and recycle motor oil

Learn More
About Pollution
Prevention
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Any piece of trash that falls on the ground could
d
eventually wash down a storm drain, where it can
an clog
creeks and harm fish and other wildlife. Do your
ur part to
keep our waterways clean, healthy and beautiful!
ful!
Reduce your use of single use items like plastic
tic bags,
water bottles, straws and coffee cups. Recycle
e whenever
age can.
possible and always put your trash in a garbage
Pick up any other litter you see lying on the ground
and dispose of it properly.

What Goes
Where?
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When pet waste gets washed into local waterways,
the decaying waste uses up oxygen and releases
toxic chemicals that can kill fish and encourage
invasive weed and algae growth. Viruses, bacteria,
and excess nutrients in pet waste can harm aquatic
plants and wildlife.
There is no poop fairy, so always pick up after your
pets—even in your own yard! Carry compostable
baggies whenever you go out for a walk so you can
dispose of waste properly.

Take the Pet
Waste Pledge
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The Guadalupe
upe Watershed region is home to many
m
different
kinds of wildlife,
endemic
dlife, including several rare and end
demic species
like the California
ornia Red-Legged Frog, American Peregrine
Falcon, the Salt
Western
alt Marsh Harvest Mouse, and We
stern Burrowing
Owl. These animals
imals depend on clean waterways
ys to survive.
survive
The future of these
hese incredible animals depends on YOU!
Do your part to
o keep our waterways clean and healthy so that
species like these
se can continue to thrive in our area.

Learn More About
out
Wildlife in Our
Neighborhood
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Federally threatened Central California Coast Steelhead and
Chinook salmon make their way into our local creeks.
Volunteer efforts to clean up garbage helped clear the way
for these fish so they can continue to migrate hundreds of
miles from the Pacific Ocean, through the San Francisco Bay
and to our local creeks to spawn.
Volunteer in the community on projects that help fish
habitat, such as planting native plants along creeks,
removing invasive plants, and cleaning up trash. With your
help, we can create a healthier habitat for fish and other
wildlife in our waterways.

Volunteer
To Help!
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GIVING THE CREEK
A CHECK-UP
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Scientists keep a close eye on the health of
local creeks and other waterways. They keep
track of temperature and general water
quality, check for dangerous bacteria, and also
monitor the plants, animals and
tiny organisms that live in the water.
You too can help keep our creeks
safe and healthy! If you ever see pollution
being spilled, dumped, or discharged into
storm drains or local waterways, call the
Stormwater Pollution Hotline: 408-354-5385
or report online at www.cleancreeks.org.

Report a Spill
www.cleancreeks.org
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